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EVENTS AND VISITS 
   

Chetham’s Library -  18th February 

 

The library, founded in 1653, is the oldest 

surviving public library in Britain. It was 

established under the will of Humphrey Chetham, 

a prosperous Manchester textile merchant, banker 

and landowner. Chetham also made provision for 

a school for forty poor boys (now a specialist 

music school of world renown), and for five 

chained libraries to be placed in local churches. 

Two of these survive, in Gorton and Bolton. 

  

The building that houses the library is even older. 

It was built in 1421 to accommodate the priests of 

Manchester’s Collegiate Church and remains one 

of the most complete medieval complexes to 

survive in the north west of England. The 

beautiful old sandstone building, together with the 

magnificent library interior, create a unique 

atmosphere for readers and visitors alike. It is 

wonderful to sit in the reading room and imagine 

the people who have also sat there down the ages 

(including Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels). 

At the time of the library’s foundation there was 

no facility for independent study in the north of 

England. The twenty-four governors appointed by 

Humphrey Chetham set out to build up a major 

collection of books and manuscripts that would 

cover the whole range of available knowledge, 

and would rival the college libraries of Oxford 

and Cambridge. Since the creation of public 

libraries in the nineteenth century, Chetham’s has 

specialised in the history and topography of 

Lancashire and Greater Manchester. 

 

         
 

Our mission was to discover the works which 

refer to the landscape and garden history of our 

region. Our guide was librarian Michael Powell, 

who brought works into a reading room for us to 

inspect and told us about their provenance and 

their contents. We were then invited to explore 

and read them. Considering the books and plans in 

chronological order, the first book of great interest 

was: 

William Lawson, A New Orchard and Garden, 

1638. 

…or the Best Way for Planting, Grafting and to 

make any ground good for a rich orchard: 

particularly in the north…With The Country 

Housewifes Garden for Herbes of Common Use, 

their vertues, seasons, profits, ornaments, variety 

of knots, models for trees, and plots for the best 

ordering of grounds and walkes.  … all being the 

experience of 48 yeares labour, and now the third 
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time corrected and much enlarged … newly added 

the art of propagating plants, with the true 

ordering of all manner of fruits, in their 

gathering, carrying home and preservation. 

 

Lawson was a Yorkshireman, so well versed in 

the cultivation of species for the north; his work 

The Country Housewife’s Garden was the first 

addressed specifically to women, and so 

recognises their contribution to the drive to ‘grow-

your-own’. Members Anna Harvey and Anne 

Hasted had a double interest in the visit. 

Humphrey Chetham purchased Turton Tower and 

installed in the church there one of his five 

‘mobile’ chained libraries. At Turton it is planned 

to create a Tudor Garden, so Lawson’s advice, 

and drawings, will be very useful. 

 

  

Johannes Kip’s bird’s eye views in Britannia 

Illustrata 1709 included the French-style garden 

at Haigh Hall, near Wigan, seat of the Bradshaigh 

family. The very geometrical layout features long, 

straight avenues of ‘feathered’ trees, repeated 

squares of grass plats, and many fountains set in 

circular basins. The style is very much that of the 

famous duo George London and Henry Wise, who 

created the genteel layout at Stonyhurst – and 

Hampton Court. The fountains must have looked 

impressive when working, but there is no sign of 

the water source which must have been 

substantial. 

  

A bound set of plans on vellum showed in great 

detail properties in the Withy Grove district of 

Manchester, and was dated circa 1750; in 

pictogram form were houses, some gardens and 

many orchards. This item has been requested so 

often that it has been put onto CD for better 

access. 

  

In 1779 a friend published for the owner A 

Catalogue of the Plants at the Garden of J B 

Blackburne, Orford, Lancashire. It is a delightful 

collection of descriptions and illustrations, and a 

valuable record of the plants available particularly 

from the east coast of north America which was 

starting to provide much interesting new material. 

  

Of towering importance to garden historians in 

Chetham’s Library is Philip Miller’s The 

Gardener’s Dictionary containing the Methods of 

Cultivating and Improving the Kitchen Fruit and 

Flower Garden. First appearing in Folio format in 

1731, it was published in eight expanding editions 

during his lifetime. Miller (1691-1771) 

corresponded with other botanists, notably Peter 

Collinson, and obtained plants from all over the 

world, many of which he cultivated for the first 

time in England at the Chelsea Physic Garden. He 

was head gardener there for over 50 years and it 

was said: He has raised the reputation of the 

Chelsea Garden so much that it excels all the 

gardens of Europe for its amazing variety of 

plants of all orders and classes and from all 

climates’. For his knowledge of living plants, he 

was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society. He was 

reluctant to use the new system of taxonomy 

(naming of plants) developed by Carl Linnaeus, 

but in his 8th and final edition of the Dictionary 

(1768) he did so. The Library holds the first 

edition and the eighth, making it possible to 

compare not only the changes in nomenclature, 

but also the great changes in plant availability 

through exotic introductions; explorers were busy 

hunting for garden-worthy new plants in South 

Africa, North and South America, the East Indies, 

and thanks to Captain Cooke and Sir Joseph 

Banks, in the newly discovered Australia.  

 

                 
 

British owners could bring the world into their 

gardens and conservatories. It is notable also that 
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in the final edition, sections on agriculture, 

biology and the cultivation of trees for timber 

were added; this shows that large garden owners 

were keen to improve the efficiency of their 

estates. Every owner counted Miller as the 

principle source of gardening advice. This was the 

era of the great ‘Capability’ Brown, and the rapid 

expansion of country estates.  

  

We agreed on the pleasure of seeing, and 

handling, these rare and beautiful works, and 

unanimously hoped that people in the future 

would still be able to enjoy reading real books. 

 

Elaine Taylor 
 

Lancelot Brown at Hampton Court 
Lecture by Dr David Jacques – 16th March 

 
Hampton Court Palace has stood for over half a 

millennium on the banks of the river Thames, its 

spectacular interiors and riverside setting 

providing inspiration to countless generations of 

artists, designers and gardeners. Although most 

famously associated with Henry VIII, the palace 

has been home to some of the great names of 

British history including Lancelot ‘Capability’ 

Brown; he was appointed by King George III to 

the position of ‘His Majesty’s Chief Gardener’ at 

Hampton Court in 1764. Fourteen of Brown’s 

clients had lobbied the king for five years to 

achieve this. 

 

Dr Jacques explained to us the marked contrasts 

of Brown’s tenure; despite living in Wilderness 

House from 1764 – 83, the date of his death, 

Brown preserved the gardens created by his 

illustrious predecessors (including Sir Christopher 

Wren) ‘out of respect to himself and his 

profession’. Despite receiving the King’s 

permission to make any alterations that he desired, 

Brown decided to retain the formal layouts and 

straight walks; they had already started to seem 

outmoded in the 1740s. 

 

It is possible that his decision was linked to the 

need to pay for any work out of his own salary – 

the seemingly generous sum of £2,000 per year 

also needed to cover the wages of the palace’s 

under-gardeners, plus all plants, trees and gravel. 

He was paid an extra £80 per year to produce 

exotic fruits including pineapples for the royal 

table. He planted the Great Vine in 1768, and it 

continues to produce an annual crop of dessert 

grapes, reputedly the largest grape vine in the 

world. 

 

 
 

Brown’s chief draughtsman, John Spyers (or 

Speers) came to live in Hampton town and they 

worked together for many years; Spyers was a 

talented artist, and a set of his views of the palace 

and gardens was bought by that great anglophile, 

Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia. 

Rediscovered in the 1990s in the Hermitage 

Museum, they are currently on display at 

Hampton Court until 4th September. 

 
Editor 
 

Downham Hall – 21 April 

 

Trust members were welcomed by Olivia and the 

Honourable Ralph Assheton. It had to be a Ralph, 

as the family heir has been called Ralph for five 

generations. Recently Lord Clitheroe handed over 

the running of the Hall and its garden to his son 

Ralph, who has focused on refreshing the garden 

while preserving its ancient bones and beautiful 

outlook. The family are one of the oldest 

aristocratic families in Lancashire, a cadet branch 

of the Asshetons of Ashton-under-Lyne 

establishing their presence at Downham in the 

1550’s. They have been major local landowners 

here since then and have lived at Downham since 

the mid-17th Century.   

 

It is possible that Downham was a very early 

inhabited site; the eminence behind the Hall 

would have been a useful watchtower location for 

the Normans, as they gained control of the North 

and Northern routes. A section of the Roman road 

is documented here but this route would probably 

have continued in use for many centuries after 
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Roman times. It would have been the key route 

through the Pennines to Skipton and its castle, 

founded in 1090. About the same date, the earliest 

Norman fortifications were built at Clitheroe and 

at Lancaster – in the latter case on the site of the 

original Roman fort. 

 

Two earlier Lords of the Honour of Clitheroe 

were Henry de Lacy and John of Gaunt; their 

coats of arms surmount the entrance. The branch 

of the Assheton family was ennobled in the 20th 

Century, but were baronets before then and have 

links to both the Hotham (Lord Hotham) and 

Cockayne (Viscount Cullen) families. Recent 

male family members have been educated at Eton 

and Cambridge, though the first Baron wisely 

chose Oxford! 

 

The Grade II* listed Hall was rebuilt by George 

Webster from 1835; the stable block dating from 

the 1850’s. It was designed in a relatively simple 

two-storey classical style that harmoniously 

reflects the proportions of local vernacular 

buildings in the village. The windows have a late 

Georgian format and the main Porch has Roman 

Doric columns, with similar square columns 

around the south facing door. The stonework of 

the front southwest corner appears to predate the 

stonework of the rest of the building, the join 

concealed by a Webster pilaster. The Webster 

stonework has typical early Victorian stress 

relieving arches over the moulded window lintels. 

 

 
 

At the front of the house, some of the trees planted 

by previous family occupants have had to be 

removed but this provides a lovely open aspect, 

across the ha-ha, to the rounded Worsaw Hill and 

the more severe ridge of Pendle Hill beyond; large 

trees frame the view on either side, one being the 

‘Trafalgar Beech’. The land then falls away to the 

Downham beck and to the East below the Church 

is the Kitchen Garden.  

 

 
 

Family records of the garden work remain 

undiscovered, so it is impossible to be very 

specific on how the garden developed. Great 

Grandmother was a keen gardener, and the 

Grandparents kept a Chauffeur/Gardener. 

However as Grandmother liked to drive and used 

the Gardener to direct traffic to clear her path, she 

may well have taken a similarly decisive approach 

to gardening. It appears that there had been 

shrubberies (popular in Victorian times), a tennis 

court (de rigueur in Edwardian ones) and flower 

beds – a typical complex early 20th century 

garden. The kitchen garden had supplied 

vegetables to the London home. How long all this 

survived is unclear. 

 

Ralph Assheton’s parents had to simplify the 

garden to make it manageable. They had a trained 

gardener, a focus on special plants and maintained 

a smaller kitchen garden. On taking over the Hall, 

the current family occupants have followed a 

similar pragmatic approach with a full time 

gardener supporting their own efforts. Lupins, 

roses and peonies disappeared from the main 

garden, some taking up residence in the expanded 

kitchen garden. However, they are now focusing 

on three areas: 

- protection/maintenance of the old established 

trees; 

- redevelopment of the kitchen garden – using it 

for growing flowers, but primarily increasing the 

amount of fruit and vegetables produced; 

- development of the natural rockery on the slope 

leading down to the brook, connected to the upper 

garden with an attractive varied border. 

 

The slope down to the brook is a perfect setting 

for a rockery with its old winding stone paths. 



5 

 

Protected by the fall of the land and the walls of 

an Old Hall, it provides a sheltered, gentler, more 

intimate setting than the parkland around the 

house; Ralph is working on improving plantings 

and it is clearly his special project.  

The kitchen garden has rows of lavenders; hops 

against the walls; and Morello cherries. Cavolo 

nero and various types of kale are being planted. It 

will be well worth a return visit on the Open Day 

on 23/24 July. It is pleasing that something 

productive can clearly look so attractive. Paths 

have been renewed in gravel and the beds retained 

in wooden frames, with an expected 10 year life. 

It is well sheltered to the north by a high wall 

making sure that the excellent source of soil 

conditioner in the graveyard is actually retained 

there until fully broken down, whereupon it can 

gently leach into the kitchen garden soil, thanks to 

around 60 inches of rain a year.  The Church was 

rebuilt in 1910 in an unostentatious late Victorian 

style. 

With the wonderful weather and our hosts’ warm 

welcome and informative approach, the visit was 

quite special. The excellent views, the parkland 

setting of the house, the more romantic streamside 

rockery, and the renascent kitchen garden offered 

all the best of English country house traditions – a 

garden and gardeners with capabilities. 

 

Jeremy Rycroft 
 

Lowther Castle – 11th May 

 
CAPABILITY BROWN’S PLAN  

 

 
 

Two years ago we visited Lowther to witness the 

transformation of its south garden, overseen by 

Dominic Cole OBE, former chairman of the 

Garden History Society and now president of The 

Gardens Trust. The long series of lawns stretching 

away from the castle had worn many faces over 

their 700 years; deer park had given way to Tudor 

knots, and a French-style parterre had given way 

to Edwardian iris and rose gardens, as explained 

by Ruth Thurnhill with the aid of many maps. 

 

 
 

Was there a time when the English Landscape 

Garden style ever made its mark here? Capability 

Brown certainly came to Lowther, for the entry in 

his account book proves it. He was invited by Sir 

James Lowther, but then so were a train of others; 

plans were pouring in, from Brettingham, Robert 

and James Adam, not to mention a quite daring 

one from Francis Richardson. For all the fabulous 

wealth of the Lowther family, garden 

improvements in the 18th century seemed not to 

materialise. Was it the distance, or the poor 

accessibility to the Great North Road?  Certainly a 

period of neglect following the Jacobite rebellion 

would have left a garden overgrown and daunting. 

 

Brown’s plan, not quite the size of a billiard table, 

and stored in Cumbria Record Office, Carlisle, 

took a completely new look at the topography at 

Lowther; lines flowed with the lie of the land 

rather than trying to impose geometry upon it. 

Brown realised that the glory of the south garden 

was the limestone escarpment, and so he aligned a 

long, serpentine shrubbery walk with it; at 

intervals, breaks in the planting were designed to 

give glimpses of the wonderful view. The plan 

shows an open central space broken at intervals by 

tree clumps, and another serpentine shrubbery 

walk curving along the eastern rim. Had this plan 

been implemented, the view back to the mansion 

framed by arching groups of trees, would have 

been one of Brown’s best compositions. The north 

Lakeland hills on the far horizon would have 

provided the crown. 
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The natural asset of the river Lowther did not 

escape Brown either. His clever use of the deep-

cut river valley at Alnwick shows how he 

controlled the water’s flow by narrowing and 

widening the valley, and thereby gained great 

variety; still water gave reflection and fast-

flowing water gave a pleasing sound. This 

thrilling sequence was planned for Lowther in the 

north park; the abrupt curve of the river would 

have been used to alter the flow and a cascade and 

bridge built to emphasise the narrowing end of the 

‘lake’. The little church on high ground is 

perfectly placed to serve as a focal point in the 

composition, rather like Hulne Priory which 

stands high above the Aln valley in 

Northumberland. 

 

We enjoyed imagining how wonderful the north 

park might have looked, and so did John Webb. 

He submitted his plan in 1807, and as a 

practitioner more used to working in the northern 

counties, he was more likely to have gained a 

proper commission. His riverside walks were a 

hallmark. Our path from the church led across the 

meadow and through an avenue of 200-year-old 

sycamore and oak trees, down towards the river 

where we crossed on a single-arch stone bridge – 

was it John Webb’s? 

 

We entered woodland on rising ground and 

followed the ever-narrowing path, upwards and in 

and out of sun and shade, until we reached a point 

where the distant house came fully into view; a 

splendid sight, a glistening white castellated ruin, 

with a green ribbon of open meadow before it. 

This was a special viewpoint indeed. Clumps of 

tall Scots pine trees stood sentinel on either side of 

a wooden seat, so old that it might well have 

offered rest to William Wordsworth himself.  

  

         

 

For he wrote about this very walk: 

… the most beautiful specimen of a forest pathway 

ever seen by human eyes and which I have paced 

many an hour, when I was a youth, with some of 

those I best love. This path winds on under the 

trees with the wantonness of a river or living 

creature; … There is a continued opening between 

the trees, a narrow slip of green turf besprinkled 

with flowers, chiefly daisies, and here it is … that 

this pretty path plays its pranks, wearing away the 

turf and flowers at its pleasure…If I were 

disposed to write a sermon upon the subject of 

taste in natural beauty, I should take for my text 

the little pathway in Lowther Woods, and all 

which I had to say would begin and end in the 

human heart, as under the direction of the Divine 

Nature. Letter to Sir G. Beaumont, 1805 

 

Elaine Taylor 
 

Weston Park, Staffordshire 

 
For this 300th anniversary year of Lancelot 

Brown’s birth, Weston Park is holding special 

open garden days and throughout the months of 

May to September there will be changing 

exhibitions in the Gallery; these complement the 

year-long exhibition about Brown’s design for 

Weston. 

 

 
 

Here there is one of only five remaining examples 

of a Brown design for a pleasure garden, that is a 

garden to walk in within the sunk-fence, or ha-ha. 

It is often thought that the English Landscape 

Garden consists of only parkland, featuring 

pasture, trees, a lake or river, and the mansion. 

Few commentators discuss the planting of shrubs 

and fewer still mention flowers; it is the general 

view that flowers were banished to the walled 
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garden and brought to the house to fill vases. The 

great advantage of this particular year, 2016, is the 

wealth of research which is taking place and 

correcting some false notions. 

Before the 18th century there simply weren’t 

enough interesting shrubs available to create a 

special place for them. However, some of 

Lancelot Brown’s best clients were keen 

collectors, and for them he designed shrubbery 

walks; these were long and winding, following the 

new ‘line of beauty’, the S-shape (also known as 

Hogarth’s curve), and presented the opportunity 

for the client to display the intriguing novelties he 

or she had purchased. 

 

 
 

Plans for Syon House, Richmond, for Weston 

Park, Staffordshire and for Croome Park, 

Worcestershire, show long, winding shrubberies 

and specify evergreens, perfumed shrubs and 

perennials; here the owner placed subjects of his 

or her choice too, including the new introductions 

obtained from London nurseries or from seed.  At 

Croome Court, the 6th Earl of Coventry was an 

avid collector of new plants, and grew a full 

range, including aquatics, herbaceous plants, 

roses, florist flowers for show, bulbs, shrubs and 

forest trees. A recent study of the many surviving 

nurserymen’s bills shows that the Earl imported 

new species before any previously recorded; 

among those he introduced are the wintersweet, 

Chimananthus praecox. (below)  

  

 
 

At Weston Park, the shrubberies within the sunk-

fence are Temple Wood and Shrewsbury Walk. In 

Temple Walk a row of ancient sweet chestnuts, 

Castanea sativa, stretch away from the house as 

part of an earlier design, and Brown did not 

destroy them; instead he removed some, to 

‘scatter’ them and built the sunk-fence alongside 

them. Behind, he planted a background of dark 

yew, Taxus baccata, and in front of these he 

planted mixed native English deciduous trees – 

mostly oak interspersed with gold and silver 

hollies, horse chestnut and the white cherry, 

Prunus avium.  

 

The understorey of shrubs and plants from 

Brown’s time has been replaced by Victorian and 

Edwardian plantings of rhododendrons and 

azaleas. However, it is possible to understand 

Brown’s designs for planting by studying the 

scenery close to buildings; James Paine’s bridge is 

emphasised by a contrasting group of light and 

dark foliage, including Cedar of Lebanon, Scots 

pine, oak, beech and white cherry trees. 

 

On a guided tour led by the head gardener we 

were told that the wonderful water sequence 

within Temple Walk had no natural source or 

stream. Rainwater was ‘gathered’ from the wider 

estate and channelled underground through land 

drains to feed the series of 3 lakes and a winding 

stream. Brown’s contracts here were dated 1765 

and 1766, and coincide with his work at Croome, 

where a similar method was employed. 

 

Elaine Taylor 

                 

CONSERVATION & PLANNING GROUP 

The Conservation & Planning Group comprises 

four members who meet regularly to assess 

planning applications, emerging planning policies, 

and conservation and restoration initiatives. The 

Group  responds to planning and other challenges 

faced by Lancashire’s historic designed 

landscapes, both designated and non-designated. 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

An average of one application per week is 

received by the LGT, those regarding a Registered 

Park or Garden coming from The Gardens Trust, 

the statutory consultee, and others coming from a 

local authority planning department.  
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Whilst a number of these applications are minor 

and can be set aside as having no quantifiable 

impact on a site, others require us to engage in 

detail. In the last newsletter 17 we reported our 

objections to two applications adjacent to Grade I 

Registered Sefton Park in Liverpool. At Park 

Avenue, Mossley Hill (Sefton Park Meadows) – 

we objected to the highly publicized proposal (and 

added to the widespread outcry of objections) 

against residential development on public open 

space adjacent Sefton Park. This still remains 

undecided as does the residential development at 

Aigburth Peoples Hall, where we objected to the 

form of development which in our opinion did not 

respect the prominence of this site overlooking the 

Park.  

We have objected to the recent application for a 

77m high wind turbine at Prescot Water 

Treatment Works, located immediately adjoining 

the Grade II Registered Knowsley Park, and 

where the turbine or its blades will be visible from 

a number of viewpoints in the Park as well as 

from Knowsley Hall itself. 

LGT also objected to Lancashire County 

Council’s proposed budget savings in disbanding 

the Historic Environment Record, which is 

particularly regrettable. This is a major resource 

for archaeological records and of particular 

importance as a first port of call to developers and 

applicants in undertaking baseline research prior 

to submitting planning applications. It is not yet 

clear how the loss of this service can be mitigated 

and it is expected that the task of researching and 

locating historic evidence will be more 

problematic in the future. 

 

 
 

A number of applications have been made by 

Stonyhurst College, (Lancashire’s most important 

seventeenth century designed landscape), during 

early 2016, and we were pleased to be able to 

conclude that the proposals for reuse of the former 

Mill buildings for the development of a retreat and 

Christian Heritage Centre have no impact on the 

significance of the gardens and have been 

supported. We have however noted that this 

project includes a new access from the principal 

axial avenue and commented that this will require 

careful attention and detailing (on the left, above). 

We have also commented on the recent 

application for new tennis courts at Stonyhurst, 

which although within the Registered Park and 

Garden do not have any appreciable impact on the 

designed landscape and we have made 

suggestions for improvements to the associated 

landscape scheme.  

In March, LGT were invited by Mather Architects 

to comment on the pre-application consultations 

on the Lancaster University Campus Spine 

Masterplan.  Although this site is not registered 

nor are any of the University buildings actually 

listed, the Campus is identified as one of 

Lancashire’s more significant unregistered 

historic designed landscapes.  This consultation 

was a valuable opportunity to meet the team 

involved and understand their approach to the 

project. LGT has supported this very welcome 

scheme to coordinate and improve the Spine and 

address the variety of adhoc changes made to this 

important group of late twentieth century spaces. 

 

 

 

Also in March, an application was considered in 

relation to proposals to outbuildings at the Dower 

House, Gisburne Park. This site overlooks the pair 

of spectacular Gothick lodges (above) forming the 

south entrance from Gisburn village to this very 

interesting Registered Park. We were happy to  

conclude that this application would have no 

impact on the setting of this entrance. 

Stephen Robson, Chartered Landscape 
Architect and Town Planner 
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CAPABILITY BROWN   EVENTS IN 2016 

 

 

 

 

 
March 16       £30 Lecture by Dr David Jacques, expert on 

18th century gardens 

Exhibition: Life and Work of Brown 

Lytham Hall, Fylde, Lancashire 

May 11 Lecture by Ruth Thurnhill and tour 

‘Brown at Lowther’ 

Lowther Castle, Penrith, Cumbria 

June 23 Lecture by James Riley  

‘Brown at Knowsley’ 

Tour of the park and lunch 

Knowsley Hall, Merseyside 

July 13           £15 Lecture by Elaine Taylor 

‘John Webb at Astley’ 

Tour with Friends of the Park and lunch 

 

Astley Hall, Chorley, Lancashire 

10.30 

September Tour of the park and lunch 

Ruth Thurnhill 

Browsholme Hall, Clitheroe 

October 13         

£15 

Lecture by Elaine Taylor 

‘William Emes at Heaton’ 

Tour with Friends of the Park and lunch 

Heaton Hall, Prestwich, Greater 

Manchester 

 

OTHER EVENTS IN 2016 

 

 

 

 

February 18       £7 Archive Treasures Chetham’s Library, Manchester 

10.45 

April 21            £12 Downham in spring 

New planting in the walled garden 

 

Downham Hall, nr Clitheroe 

10.30 

July 13     AGM free Annual General Meeting 

Takes place before the visit 

Astley Hall, Chorley 

 

 

tba RHS Bridgewater, their 5th garden, 

to open in 2019 

Worsley New Hall, nr Salford 

 

November Samlesbury Memorial Hall Jacob’s Join and lecture 

 

 

We hope to see many of you at the wide range of 

events we have planned for 2016 ! 

 

URGENT APPEAL 

 

We need a secretary to take the minutes at 

committee meetings, 6 per year; 

Also to receive messages via the website; 

Also to send notification of events via e-mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can anyone step up, please? 

_______________________________ 
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Memorial Parks and Gardens in 

Lancashire 

 
A group of researchers continue to investigate 

these special places with some surprising 

discoveries. We should welcome more willing 

hands – we aim to complete work in the autumn. 

Please contact Elaine (details on last page).               

 

 

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

 

Chairman Richard Jennison 

Vice-chairman Elaine Taylor 

Company sec. vacant 

Secretary ..    .. 

Membership Diana Stenson 

Conservation Stephen Robson  

Newsletter,      Elaine Taylor 

  Research 

Website Sue Woodhouse 

Events  team  

Treasurer Martin Hawkins 

Steve Taylor 

Audrey Dawson 

Key members can be contacted via: 

chairman@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

conservation@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

membership@lancsgt.org.uk 

01253 876 484 

 

Our events appear on our website, and you can 

print a Membership Application Form to give to 

anyone who shares our interests and aims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The editor is seeking articles for the next edition, 

so if you have anything in mind do let us know. 

 

Editor 

Elaine Taylor 

 
Any articles, snippets of news, reminiscences 

about gardens and parks? 

We want to know what is happening near you 

 

Items please for the next issue to 

enq@lancsgt.org.uk 

   

 

 
All the articles in this magazine are the property of the Lancashire 

Gardens Trust. It is forbidden to reproduce them in any way, 
whether in written, electronic or oral form. 

 

The Gardens Trust 

Find out more about the Organisation and its work 

at: 

www.gardenstrusts.org.uk 

  

or contact the Administrator: 

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1, 6EJ 
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