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RETIREMENT 

 

At the Annual General Meeting on 21st September 

Richard Jennison will announce his retirement 

from committee work and as chairman of our 

society. He has been with us for 8 years and has 

served as chairman for 6 years, a worthy term. 

Always smiling and quietly efficient, he has 

steered us steadily and been a constant presence at 

events and meetings. We are most grateful for his 

perseverance in gaining for the Trust its charitable 

status. We wish him and Adele much happy 

garden visiting, and hope to see them on LGT 

events in the future. 

 

CONSERVATION IN LANCASHIRE 

 

 

 

RIVINGTON TERRACED GARDENS 

 

In 2016 an award of £3.4 million was given by the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, increased to £4.2 by 

pledges from 4 more partners (to include Chorley 

council but excluding Bolton council who 

withdrew support). Contractors were due to start 

major works in spring this year, but administrative 

difficulties (money quarrels) have caused delays, 

and now work will start this autumn. Not to be 

daunted, an ever-growing team of volunteers 

meets, and is uncovering some of the ‘mysterious’ 

garden secrets. Under decades of leaf-mould lie 

many hundreds of metres of paths, built from 

thick polygons of stone; men, women and 

children, armed with spades and buckets, are 

finding that these well-laid paths are still in good 

condition. 

 

Archaeologists from UCLAN have been 

investigating the foundations of Lord and Lady 

Leverhulme’s ‘mountain home (Roynton 

Cottage); here also, parties of volunteers are 

learning, under supervision, the skills of 

archaeology. 

 

The kitchen garden is a modest one when 

compared to others built by the designer Thomas 

Mawson; a row of roughly square compartments 

ranged along a sheltering, high stone wall would 

have provided just enough for the family during a 

short stay. A tall thatch of weeds has been cleared 

away, and some exciting features have been 

revealed; the potting shed and tool store with a 

fireplace, the site of 3 long greenhouses with their 

boiler room, a surviving apple tree and some 

currant bushes. 

 

Most exciting of all is the restitution of a flow of 

water to the cascade above the Japanese lake. I 

have never seen this flowing in all my years of 

walking through these gardens: the sight of 
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glittering water on this rocky bank is so 

rewarding, and convinces those of us who 

initiated the Community Forum back in 2012 that 

our hopes may be fulfilled. These gardens will 

come to life again. 

 

Do join us on Tuesday 17th October for a guided 

walk and see the discoveries. 

 

Editor 
 

THE OPENING OF WINCKLEY SQUARE – 

RESTORED 

 

 
 

On 1st December 2016, the Opening Ceremony 

took place in the newly-restored square in the 

company of the mayor, Cllr John Collins, and the 

parties who had contributed to the public-private 

partnership which made the work possible. The 

Winckley Square Community Interest Company, 

Lancashire County Council, Preston City Council, 

Preston BID and Preston Historical Society were 

the major partners. Groundwork CLM led the bid 

to the Heritage Lottery Fund, who granted just 

under £943,000; the other parties rallied together 

and added sums to make a total of £1.2 million.  

 

Previous projects to transform the square into a 

public performance and events space were widely 

rejected by the square’s residents and businesses; 

the present project however was carefully 

managed to conserve the heritage of the district, 

its special ‘rural’ landscape, and links with 

famous past Prestonians. 

 

The elegant Georgian and Regency town houses 

were accorded their own ‘plots’ and 10 owners 

gained access through their own gate using their 

own key. Neighbours could promenade around the 

square on payment of a fee collected by a man at a 

turnstile, as seen on an engraving of 1850. A 

fashionable promenade started in the square, 

continued along Ribblesdale Place passing the 

Avenham Institute (in Grecian style) and arrived 

at Avenham Walk, one of the oldest public walks 

in England. This long, tree-lined avenue was first 

laid out in 1697 by Alderman Lemon, Thomas 

Winckley’s ancestor. 

 

Some plots are still in private ownership; 

however, in the 1960s maintenance of the park 

was given over to the town council’s gardeners, 

and inner boundaries disappeared to leave a 

remarkable piece of countryside in the midst of 

town. Sensitive repairs have been made to the 

lawns, paths and railings and to the statue of Sir 

Robert Peel (a new nose). 

 

During 2018, a guided walk will be arranged for 

LGT members. 

  

HERITAGE LOTTERY FUNDING 

 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

Parks for People applications are assessed in two 

rounds. A first-round pass is given when HLF has 

endorsed outline proposals and earmarked 

funding. A first-round pass may also include an 

immediate award to fund the development of the 

project. Detailed proposals are then considered by 

HLF at a second-round, and as long as plans have 

progressed satisfactorily and according to the 

original proposal, an award for the project 

is confirmed. 

 The Parks for People programme uses Lottery 

funds to support the regeneration, conservation 

and increased enjoyment of public parks and 

cemeteries. In England, the two Lottery Funds 

have been working in partnership from 2006 to 

deliver a multi-million-pound investment in public 

parks.  

 

Since 1996, the considerable sum of £ 776 million 

has been spent on UK parks; the northwest has 

benefitted more than other regions, due to the 

need for re-generation in its former manufacturing 

towns. 

 

Editor 
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RHYDDINGS PARK, OSWALDTWISTLE 

 

In January 2016, this park was awarded £ 2 

million from the Parks for People programme and 

the BIG Lottery fund. Its history is similar to 

many others in the north west; a house belonging 

to a cotton magnate, Robert Watson, was acquired 

by Hyndburn Urban District Council in the early 

C20 as a recreational facility. The allocation of the 

monies is strictly controlled by HLF staff and puts 

great emphasis on creating facilities and benefits 

for the community: a list of the works to be done 

is a model of modern restoration philosophy. 

 

Restore the coach-house as a community 

venue; 

Return the derelict walled garden to its 

traditional use of food-growing, and construct 

traditional greenhouses; 

Develop a social enterprise in the coach-house, 

providing meeting rooms, a café and a training 

kitchen; 

Create a performance area and develop a 

programme of community arts; 

Establish a training and volunteering 

programme linked to park management, 

community engagement and health promotion; 

Provide education resources and opportunities 

for local schools; 

Develop programmes of guided walks and 

family fun activities. 

 

This is the new way of putting parks back into the 

heart of the community. The Friends of 

Rhyddings Park have been working hard with 

local agencies for 2 years to secure Round 2 

funding and this has been awarded because HLF 

adjudicators have confidence that there is a strong 

body of people willing and able to support the 

work. 

 

Round 2 money will pay for the physical 

restoration work to the buildings and landscape; it 

will also pay the salaries of usually 3 people for 3 

years. A project manager will oversee the physical 

work, an officer will implement an Activity Plan 

to involve local people, and an officer will train a 

body of volunteers in the future management and 

maintenance of the park, to work alongside 

Hyndburn parks staff. 

 

This tried-and-tested structure has transformed 

many such sites in our county. Local councils had 

to pledge part-funding to continue management 

and maintenance after the 3 years were over, but 

in the present climate of deep cuts from 

government, councils say that they can no longer 

maintain anything that is not a statutory 

requirement. Hence the closure of branch libraries 

and the reduction of man-hours in parks. 

 

We must all write to our Member of Parliament 

and plead for the statutory care of our parks. 

 

Sara Hilton, head of HLF northwest said: 

 

Our parks are where we play some of our first 

games, where we make some of our first 

discoveries and where we spend some of our best 

times with family and friends. However we use 

them, parks are an important part of life. 

Restoration creates some wonderful outcomes for 

communities and wildlife. 

 

THE GASKELLS’ HOUSE, MANCHESTER 

 

Event in March 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Gaskell (nee Stevenson) was born on 29 

September 1810 in London, the youngest of eight 

children (only she and her brother survived). Her 

family were strong Unitarians, and knew the 

Wedgwoods and the Darwins. When her mother 

died soon after her 1st birthday, Elizabeth went to 

live with her aunt Hannah in Knutsford; she grew 

to love the countryside and the silence of the heath 

nearby. She explored the green lanes and 

woodland glades, collected wild flowers and 
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learned the birdsongs, weaving these pleasures 

into her literature. Schooling in Stratford-on-Avon 

gave her a sound education, her aunts made sure 

she read the classics, and visits to her extended 

family in London and Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

widened her interests. 

 

Following marriage in 1832 to William Gaskell, a 

Unitarian minister, she started to write short 

articles under a pseudonym; when William 

became minister of Manchester’s Cross Street 

Chapel, they moved into 84, Plymouth Grove. 

Here she combined the role of wife, mother to 4 

daughters, and novelist. The stark reality of life in 

the crowded streets of central Manchester 

influenced her greatly, and she was an early 

protagonist of realism in English literature. 

 

At Plymouth Grove, the family had spacious 

accommodation and the girls, aged 16, 13, 8 and 4 

on their arrival here, had a large garden to enjoy. 

Bringing her country persona to bear, Elizabeth 

kept a cow, Daisy, a horse, Tommy, some pigs 

and chickens (so plentiful manure) on land 

adjacent to the villa’s garden which was rented for 

this purpose. 

 

The garden layout can be seen in the plan, an 

Ordnance Survey at 60” to 1 mile of central 

Manchester dated 1850; it shows elegant villas 

drawn as detached or semi-detached properties, 

each provided with a long garden plot designed in 

the Gardenesque fashion. J C Loudon advocated 

this style in his Encyclopedia, 1828, and devised 

the curvaceous paths and ‘tadpole’ flower beds as 

a way of bringing the popular Picturesque style of 

the Landscape Park into the town garden. 

 

Garden volunteer, Jacky Tucker, gave us an 

illustrated presentation of the Gaskells’ garden 

and its development. When the house was 

acquired by the Manchester Historic Building 

Trust, the surrounding land was chiefly used for 

parking and in poor condition. A Conservation 

Management Plan was commissioned in 2011 

from Dr Ann Brooks, (author of A Veritable 

Eden, a history of the Royal Manchester Botanic 

Garden). Landscape architect Edward Thorp, an 

LGT member, gathered together a team to put the 

plan into practice, and volunteers were assembled 

to assist with garden work.  

 

There was no definitive list of plants once grown 

here, nor was there a detailed plan of the garden 

known to the Gaskells; the aim therefore was to 

re-create a mid-Victorian one based on other villa 

gardens which have been recorded (e.g. The Red 

House, Cleckheaton). It had to be of interest all 

the year round to accord with the opening times of 

the house, and be suitable for some outdoor 

functions. 

 

The garden volunteers, Edward, Jacky, Chris 

Tucker and Ann Hodges look after one section 

each, and bring their own particular interests to 

the scheme. Jacky, for instance, is a historian, and 

enjoys searching for references to plants in 

Elizabeth Gaskell’s diaries and fiction. One 

quotation mentions a Narcissus ‘Sweet Nancy’ 

which flowered at the same time as an early 

yellow rose, and possible candidates are being 

sought, using ‘A Manchester Flora’ and bulb lists 

compiled by A E Bowles. Elizabeth writes 

admiringly of flowers in vivid shades of red – 

Geranium, Fuchsia, Nasturtium and Virginia 

Creeper, and so some early single Dahlia species 

will be incorporated. Flowers popular with 

Victorians were hollyhocks, sweet rocket, honesty 

and foxgloves – self-seeding will be welcome. 

 

 
 

The newly-designed garden 

 

The area between the front door and the road is 

shady; a low hedge is made, not with Buxus 

because of ‘box blight’ but with Ilex crenata, and 
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alongside a bed has been designed for ferns; 

Elizabeth writes: Today I am going to see Mrs 

Buxton and gather ferns. Pteridomania, fern fever, 

gripped many Victorians, and a popular excursion 

was to take the train to a country district and dig 

up ferns; they were then added to a usually 

comprehensive collection. It is a fact that several 

varieties became extinct as a result. The fernery 

has been enriched by the addition of a large 

upturned tree-root. 

 

Elizabeth appreciated the perfume of flowers, and 

an inscription in stone lies in one of the borders. 

On a sunny March day, the flowers in bloom with 

a gorgeous perfume were – 

Mahonia aquifolium, Hyacinth, grape hyacinth, 

violet, Narcissi species. 

We admired the Primula Gold Lace, a red and 

white striped Camellia, a collection of variegated 

hollies, and a vigorous climbing rose, Rosa Parks 

Yellow Tea-Scented China – what a spectacular 

find and already in bud! Even Daisy the cow has a 

plant to remind us of her – Narcissus Butter and 

Eggs. 

 

 
 

Inside the house, we admired the collection of 

contemporary furnishings gathered here to give a 

flavour of life for the Gaskells; of special interest 

was the way into the back garden. From her 

writing table in the dining room window, 

Elizabeth pulled up the sash window and 

descended the stone staircase into the back 

garden, where she did not need to put on her 

bonnet because no-one could see her there. When 

next I dress to do some gardening, I shall 

remember with amusement the strictures of 

Victorian society. 

 

Editor 

LANCASHIRE’S WAR MEMORIAL PARKS 

 

Event in April 

 

Our research project has been deeply absorbing, 

providing a wealth of detail not only about the 

sculptures and the gardens, but also about the 

people who designed and built them. In April, we 

presented a selection of these sites, 8 in total, 

described and illustrated by some of the 

researchers, to an assembly of members in the 

company of our president, Robert Parker, of 

Browsholme Hall. 

 

 

                
 

The location was The Barn at St. Catherine’s 

Hospice, Leyland, a beautifully converted 

building in their grounds, which is adjacent to a 

21st century landscape, the South Ribble Memorial 

Peace Park. 

 

Alan Robinson presented Blackburn’s Garden of 

Remembrance which was placed within the 

Victorian Corporation Park, adjacent to the 

magnificent entrance, a triumphal arch. The  
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Borough Surveyor, Mr Cooleman, designed an 

elegant sunken garden in Arts & Crafts 

architectural style, and embellished it with wall 

fountains and a reflective pool in fine sandstone 

ashlar. The sculpture, by Sir Bernard MacKennal, 

depicts a mother holding her dying son. 

Contemporary photos show elaborate flower beds 

changed with the seasons, and today there is still 

care taken to maintain most of these. In 1924 the 

opening ceremony was performed by four mothers 

who between them had lost 16 sons and 3 sons-in-

law. 

 

Blackpool Corporation built 2 memorials; an 

obelisk of mighty proportions stands on the 

promenade face to face with the town’s iconic 

Tower. However, away from the crowds there is a 

Garden of Remembrance hidden in a part of  

 

 
 

Stanley Park. Terry and Sue Kelly found that its 

purpose is almost forgotten, for there is no name 

or signpost. The park was designed and built by 

Thomas Mawson and Sons in 1924-26 and the 

surviving plan for this garden shows the symmetry 

and harmony which were the landscape architects’ 

hallmark. A surrounding privet hedge gives 

enclosure and privacy; the planting plan also 

survives, and lays the emphasis on hardy 

perennials chosen for texture, colour and perfume. 

Planting has recently been renewed as part of a 

Heritage Lottery Fund restoration of Stanley Park, 

and a Friends Group helps to maintain it to a high 

standard. 

 

As a memorial, Astley Hall and Park, Chorley, is 

remarkable. During the years 1914-18 newspapers 

throughout the land recorded the losses of local 

men on a daily basis: the numbers were 

overwhelming, and so the response at home was 

strong. How to mark the sacrifice? Reginald 

Tatton presented Astley Hall and its park to 

Chorley council as a gift, to be the town’s 

memorial and to benefit future generations.  

 

 
 

His former home has records reaching back to 

medieval times and the park was laid out in the 

landscape style by John Webb in 1808. The 

town’s market cross had been lost and so a replica 

was made, and placed at the park’s town entrance 

and a magnificent C17 arch re-located there to 

accompany it. Terry and Sue Kelly found that a 

Friends Group have added new features to the 

park and its walled garden, and that Chorley Pals 

have made additions to the memorial section. 

Many Chorley people enjoy the park every day. 

 

In St. Anne’s, the memorial is an imposing granite 

obelisk with bas-reliefs sculpted by Walter 

Marsden who was awarded the Military Cross for 

his part on the battlefield. The sculpture was 

completed in 1924 but its position in the park was 

clearly part of the plan conceived in 1914-15, 

when Ashton Gardens were built. It stands as a 

focal point, approached from the main gates by a 

long, raised avenue. Postcards show the sunken 
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lawns on either side resplendent with symmetrical 

beds filled with colourful bedding plants, to 

reflect the town’s reputation as a genteel, wealthy 

seaside resort. Bill Coles found that the park had 

an uncertain beginning until Lord Ashton 

intervened with a donation to cover the entire cost 

of building it, followed by another to pay for the 

monument. His wife had lost her son (his stepson) 

in Flanders. The town’s Corporation held a 

competition to find a designer, and Thomas 

Mawson’s firm entered; they did not win, and 

instead the park was built by the Borough 

Surveyor for a lower price. He used the famous 

rockery builders, James Pulham and son, and in 

the author’s view the result is more or less as 

Mawson intended it. 

 

Jane and Howard Atkins researched Morecambe’s 

War Memorial, which stands on the promenade, 

bravely facing the wide expanse of Morecambe 

Bay, like a sailor fulfilling his turn on watch. The 

figure of a lion depicting bravery sits on a tall 

pylon and commands the promenade.  

 

 
 

Many servicemen had a background as fishermen 

and merchant seamen. Postcards from the 1920s 

show the memorial surrounded by a low evergreen 

hedge to form a ‘sacred space’; beyond this, well-

designed flower beds formed a wider setting, 

augmented by plentiful benches. Today the design 

is less crisply delineated. More recent conflicts are 

marked here as in all the other memorials, and the 

planting of ‘Peace’ roses is especially appropriate. 

 

Julia Hawkins and Irena Preston researched 

Waddington, a village in the fertile Ribble valley, 

long associated with the Parker and Waddington 

families. A Celtic cross stands at the roadside 

between hall and church, on a ribbon of land 

given by the squire. This was the family’s path to 

church, crossing a little wooden bridge over 

Waddington brook.  

 

 
 

Now a delightful memorial garden occupies one 

bank, and a Coronation garden the other. The 

whole has the aspect of a private cottage garden 

and is carefully tended by a Friends Group, 

regularly contributing to the Best Kept Village 

award. A photo shows Colonel J.W.R. Parker, the 

ancestor of our president, performing the opening 

ceremony. 

 

High up in the Pennines is Haslingden, a once-

thriving weaving town. The Garden of 

Remembrance is in three sections, a favourite 

layout, with the memorial and its landscaped 

surround in the centre; to one side are sports 

pitches and to the other a lawn surrounded by 

shrubs and trees. Most of the monuments in our 

study depict subjects such as Peace, Compassion 

or Bravery; human figures are either classical 

forms or realistic depictions of men and women in 

the services – soldiers, sailors, airmen and nurses. 

 

                
 

As Alan Robinson found, Haslingden chose a very 

military figure of a soldier leaning forward, gun at 

the ready. The sculptor, Louis Roslyn, was 

prolific, and between 1920 and 1929 completed 

20 monuments, four in Lancashire; his father 

Georg Roslieb had settled in Britain in the late 
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C19 also as a sculptor, and when in 1915 Louis 

wished to enlist, he changed his surname and 

served in the Royal Flying Corps. Photos from 

1920s show attractive displays of flowers on the 

raised bank below the monument; now the park is 

looking bare and forlorn, and 1m high railings 

have been erected round the monument to deter 

vandalism. 

 

Fleetwood was fortunate to have on its War 

Memorial Committee a man whose relative was 

Patrick Abercrombie, later to become a 

distinguished landscape architect with many 

commissions in the re-building of post-war 

Britain. Diana Stenson explained how the 

Regency layout of Fleetwood may have 

influenced Abercrombie’s design for the 

Memorial Park.  

 

 
 

A central hub has radiating avenues, the most 

imposing being Memorial Avenue which is lined 

by very special trees, and links the tall entrance 

archway with the monument. Frank Tyson-Smith 

was the sculptor; on a tall column he set a 

youthful figure holding aloft a torch – a symbol of 

the future. The trees were planted by children who 

had lost a father, and in recent restoration work 

this tradition has been continued. 

 

After lunch we were invited to tour the attractive 

grounds of St Catherine’s Hospice, accompanied 

by Lorraine Charlesworth, director, Sarah Walker, 

publicity officer, and the head gardener Mike. 

Shrubs and plants donated by family members are 

arranged in the borders, and around discrete 

spaces where people can find privacy. 

 

We walked along the banks of the river Lostock, 

where a wetland habitat has been planted; willow, 

alder and birch trees were expected, but the 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides was a surprise – 

good for wetland but not well-matched with the 

native species surrounding it. Native flowers were 

campion, deadnettle, mayflower, buttercup and 

Queen Ann’s Lace; however, 2 unwelcome 

species were noted, the first was a carpet of small 

seedlings of Himalayan balsam which would 

flower and fling their seeds later in summer, and 

the second was a clump of Spanish bluebells, their 

thick, straight stems and horizontal bells causing a 

jarring note.  

 

 
 

The memorial theme became apparent when we 

came to the river: an Inglis bridge lay before us, 

its shiny metallic frame in triangular profile 

leading us to the opposite bank. In 1913 Charles 

Inglis invented the light-weight, modular bridge 

which could be erected in 13 minutes, allowing 

troops and vehicles to cross a river safely.  

 

As we turned a corner, before us lay a completely 

contrasting landscape setting. In an oval space 

enclosed by trees and shrubs the arresting figure 

of a First World War soldier stands 6 metres high, 

a silhouette cut out of a curved section of 

weathered Corten steel. A simple layout of sanded 

paths, gravel shapes and a bed of mixed perennials 

surrounds it. The second focus is a curving wall, 

made of simulated sand-bags, and built up with 

turf to resemble a wartime trench. Incised into its 

base are the names of South Ribble men and 

women who lost their lives in C20 conflicts. The 

juxtaposition of these two contrasting landscapes, 

one carefully designed, the other a loose 

management of natural features, creates in the 

onlooker those senses of curiosity and surprise 

which were the aim of landscape designers in the 

C18. 

 

Elaine Taylor, research co-ordinator 
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DALLAM TOWER 

 

Event in May 

 

On the border of north Lancashire and historic 

Westmorland lies Milnthorpe, a town of limestone 

buildings hewn from the hard seams under the 

Silverdale district. The town’s fortunes depended 

largely upon this stone, when it was quarried and 

despatched on shallow Morecambe Bay vessels 

down to south Lancashire’s industrial towns for 

road-building. Dallam Tower still is part of this 

industry. The port of Milnthorpe was made 

redundant when a railway bridge crossed the wide 

estuary of the Kent, and the now peaceful waters 

are a lovely setting for the low hills. 

 

The site has been inhabited probably since 

medieval times, and an early fortification in the 

form of a hillock lies beside the river Bela and is 

visible from the A6 road, itself of Roman origin. 

This is an area rich in archaeological finds; in 

Milnthorpe a Roman battle helmet of bronze was 

unearthed, and in Silverdale a hoard of Saxon 

jewellery was found by detector recently. 

 

The first written record is a plan of 1614 showing 

a house with formal gardens on the east and west 

sides (the entrance is on the east); in the early C18 

Daniel Wilson commissioned an elegant new 

house from the Webster firm in Kendal, notable 

for their country houses built across the northern 

counties radiating from Kendal. The Grade I 

house, dated 1722, is flanked by a stable block 

and brew-house, and supported by 2 gate-houses; 

a game larder, the eye-catching deer-shelter seen 

from the A6, and an ice-house are all listed Grade 

II. An estate map of 1733 delineates the newly-

made informal garden in the Landscape Park 

style, and another of 1799 shows extended 

features to it. Most remarkable is the conservatory 

made of curved iron bars and listed Grade I; it is 

attributed to the architect, George Webster. 

Medallions in the form of a rose decorate the 

vertical glazing bars, and the opening gear still 

works well. Inside, the sweet perfume of the 

climbing rose Dr. van Fleet filled the air.  

 

    

 
   

The rock and water garden 

 

In the park, a sunken fence (haha) separates the 

pleasure garden from the deer park; on the east 

front, the curving drive leads from the gate-house 

on the Arnside road to the entrance porch in a 

long sweep, climbing from the river level through 

the smooth pasture which is dotted with stately, 

well-grown trees, some probably 200 years old. 

On the map of 1733, there was still a walled 

forecourt shown here in the old Stuart style; by the 

map of 1799, that had been removed and the full 

landscape style implemented. 

 

Some evidence of the C17 garden is visible, in the 

grand door-case to the walled garden and in two 

raised walks; one is a grassed embankment 

running along the west front of the house, and the 

other is opposite and cut into a high bank, to 

overlook the sunken lawn between. It is lined with 

regularly spaced yew trees which, though now 

grown tall, would once have been clipped as 

cones. A collection of Victorian conifers stands 

among shrubs grouped near the house and on the 

raised western bank; several Sequoiadendron 

giganteum look particularly magnificent. 

 

In the 1930s, Lady Bromley-Wilson designed a 

rock and water garden with a Japanese theme, 

fashionable at that time, and planted it with 

Japanese maples and azaleas. It dates from about 

the same time as the limestone rock-garden at 

nearby Sizergh Castle, built by Hayes of 

Ambleside. At the lowest level, a sequence of 

pools is set in a frame-work of limestone rocks 

carefully arranged in realistic strata; a surround of 

mature shrubs has been chosen for contrasting 

foliage and colour. Cornus, viburnum, acer and 
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azalea present unfolding waves of cream, green 

and maroon, whilst beneath them ribbons of 

candelabra primulas meander through forget-me-

nots and wild garlic. The blue Himalayan poppy, 

Meconopsis baileyi, was a star performer. The 

water source, a stream to the south, came 

splashing down rocks and little weirs to open into 

the wide pools at the end of the sequence, guarded 

all the way by tall pines and limes. There could be 

no more stunning a composition on a May 

morning than this. 

 

Editor 
 

 
 

GRESGARTH HALL 

 

Event in June to celebrate our 10th anniversary 

 

For our 10th anniversary where better to celebrate 

than in the glorious garden of our patrons, the 

world-famous designer Lady Arabella Lennox-

Boyd and her husband, Sir Mark? For the whole 

afternoon of Thursday 29th June, by their generous 

invitation, we had the 20 acres to ourselves to 

roam and explore; we began in the best Arts & 

Crafts tradition at the core of the site around the 

house. The Grade II* building stands above Arkle 

Beck where the water turns a corner to become a 

rushing, foaming cascade which once powered a 

mill. This highly Romantic position is enhanced 

by the design of the house, in gothic style with 

pointed arches to the tall windows. The 

atmosphere is emphasised by a frame of curving 

ridges around the valley, so that views take in an 

elaborate garden in the foreground and a tree-

covered crest in the distance. One of my favourite 

‘tricks’ is a shape cut out of the hedge, so that we 

peep through and see the river, its banks filled 

with tall wildflowers. 

 

 
 

Arabella designs for clients in many countries, her 

clientele assured by the many Gold Medals won at 

the Chelsea Flower Show in the 1990s. Gresgarth 

is the show garden, her portfolio. Every feature 

nurtured here can be transposed elsewhere, 

inserted into another sympathetic scheme to the 

client’s wishes. Her signature style is the 

symmetrical structure dressed with opulent, 

flowing plants. Again in Art& Crafts tradition, 

this is most firmly framed near the house, making 

that comfortable connection between house and 

garden, the impression of outdoor rooms. 

Structure comes from stylish stonework on the 

terrace, and from evergreens; a sneaking Italian 

influence is seen beside the front porch where A 

and M are written in clipped box, a device 

recorded by Pliny. The humour of Renaissance 

gardens appears too, in the large lion couchant 

guarding the door, his mane cut from golden yew. 

Corridors are cut from yew, walls are devised by 

tall hornbeam espaliers, bowers drip with white 

wisteria, alcoves in dark yew are a frame for 

delicate ironwork seats. All is contrast; deep 

greens behind richly coloured borders, light 

greens behind shining white flowers, a round plain 

lawn with four simple, narrow, fastigiate yews. 

The rich tapestry of the herbaceous border, 

England’s most recognisable garden export, finds 

expression in colour themes – twin borders in a 

palette of pinks, blues and purples, and elsewhere 

another long border in reds, oranges and yellows. 

 

The strong lines of the central garden give way to 

looser curves as we move away; this change is 

handled well be few designers. The advantage at 

Gresgarth is that the stream forms a natural 

division, and by crossing the Chinese-style bridge, 

resplendent in red lacquer, we enter another 
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world. We are in Arcadia, invited by two figures, 

a shepherd and shepherdess as life-size statues 

standing astride a mown path; they are waist-deep 

in meadow flowers. Tall trees from the original 

riverside walk planted in the early C19 guide us 

on our way, and now they are hosts to vigorous 

climbing roses hanging from their branches. 

 

 
 

For many visitors the kitchen garden is the major 

focus of attention. The walled enclosure is on a 

gentle slope in full sun and perfect for the 

cultivation of crops; structure is ever-present, and 

shapely beds are edged with step-over apples, box 

hedging, parsley, or chives. In the centre, a 

crossing of paths is marked by four pear ‘trees’, 

pruned in the French style as goblets – a feature 

we last saw at Croxteth Hall. There was much 

interest in the mulch covering the beds, and on a 

previous visit I was told by our hostess that this 

was a product called ‘strulch’ – made of straw. 

 

          
 

Cutting the anniversary cake 

   

Needless to say, celebrating our 10th anniversary 

was most enjoyable; we had intended to picnic on 

the grass but had to shelter in the buildings of the 

Old Mill. Our president, Robert Parker DL, 

proposed a toast to Lancashire Gardens Trust and 

its achievements and looked forward to an even 

more successful future. Elaine replied on behalf of 

the members, and gave a summary of the Trust’s 

notable events during its 10 years. We were 

pleased to welcome past officers, owners of  

notable gardens visited on previous occasions 

(Claughton, Clearbeck) and the designer of much 

admired pebble mosaics Maggie Howarth. Bubbly 

flowed, and a beautifully decorated cake was cut 

and shared. Hearty thanks are given to all the 

organisers of a memorable day. 

 

Editor 
 

      
 

CONSERVATION & PLANNING GROUP 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

The most significant application which we have 

responded to over the last year has been the 

proposal by Peel Land and Property for a major 

golf course, hotel, and residential development 

within Grade II Registered Hulton Park, which 

lies between Bolton and Westhoughton. A fuller 

discussion on the historic significance and issues 

involved in this case are covered in Elaine 

Taylor’s separate article in this Newsletter.  

      

 

The Conservation and Planning Group have met 

twice with Peel’s consultants, including a site 

inspection of this privately owned Park. We have 
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kept The Gardens Trust (as Statutory Consultee) 

fully appraised of the background to this site and 

they share our concerns about the development 

proposals. Although the development includes the 

restoration of the walled gardens and former 

grounds of the site of Hulton Hall (demolished in 

1958), these improvements have had to be 

balanced with the overall effects of the proposals. 

There are serious planning policy issues as this 

development proposal lies mostly within the 

Green Belt, and there would be losses to the 

Grade II Registered Park and Garden through 

‘enabling’ residential development. Locating the 

golf course within the William Emes designed 

parkland could result in this becoming a 

‘stereotypical’ landscape. Both LGT and The 

Gardens Trust have objected to the application in 

July and we await Bolton Council’s consideration. 

In previous Newletters we reported on the 

application by Stonyhurst College, to redevelop 

the redundant former Mill buildings close to the 

College Chapel. This is Lancashire’s most 

important seventeenth century designed 

landscape, although the Mill buildings fall outside 

the Registered Park and Garden boundary.  

 

 
 
The Grand Avenue leads from the obelisk to the mansion 

 

The dialogue with Ribble Valley Council and the 

applicants has continued this year in connection 

with the new access road from the main axial 

Avenue. We objected to this new access but 

regrettably there appeared to be no acceptable 

alternative to the College, and this proposal has 

now been given planning permission. We have 

attempted to ensure that the form and detailing of 

the access is as subtle and sympathetic as possible 

in this sensitive location, and await final details. 

A further pre-application consultation has taken 

place for residential development in the grounds 

of Kenyon Hall, Culcheth, near Warrington, a 

much altered early nineteenth century gentleman’s 

villa. This property has been the Club House and 

base for Leigh Golf Club for nearly 100 years. 

The Club’s proposals include six new dwellings 

which we consider would adversely impact on 

important vistas from the Hall, and devalue the 

Picturesque setting. A planning application is yet 

to be made. 

Earlier newsletters recorded our objection to an 

application for 12 holiday lodges on Land to the 

east of Clifton Hall, Clifton, Preston which we 

considered as inappropriate and intrusive adjacent 

to the (unregistered) gardens at Clifton Hall, for 

which two applications had already been refused.  

              

 

Clifton Hall and estate in 1938: east is to the right 

A third application now being considered by 

Fylde BC, with continued objection from 

ourselves, Parish Council and the Council’s Tree 

Officer. In view of the persistence of this case the 

Conservation and Planning Group secured 

permission from the owner of Clifton Hall (who is 

likewise against the proposal) to inspect the site. 

We now await Fylde BC’s decision.  

We responded with comments on the proposals 

for residential development on previously 

developed land adjacent to the Grade II Registered 

Farnworth Park, Bolton. We considered this 

proposal to be excessive in scale and hope that a 

smaller development may emerge. A decision is 

awaited. 

On a positive note, we were satisfied with the 

outcome of refusal of the application for 

residential development at Hammond Ground, at 

the edge of Read Park, Whalley, which is another 
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of Lancashire’s unregistered landscapes. 

Hammond Ground, (in separate ownership from 

Read Park) is nevertheless visually inseparable 

from, and once part of the wider Park.  

Pressures for development in Liverpool’s historic 

designed landscapes continue and we objected to 

residential development on Land at Harthill 

adjacent to Calderstones Park. Unfortunately this 

has now been approved and we have given our 

support in a last ditch attempt to secure listing of 

this unregistered site.  

CONSERVATION 

There has been a range of proposals for 

refurbishments and repair of structures and 

features at a number of locations within our local 

historic Parks and Gardens, notably at Heaton 

Hall, Manchester, and the Conservatory and 

Glasshouses at Worden Park, Leyland. These have 

been given our support, and we look forward to 

these being implemented. 

 

Stephen Robson 

Chartered Landscape Architect and Town 
Planner 
 

HULTON PARK 

 

Great age and rarity are two attributes which 

convey significance on a designed landscape. In 

the 10 districts of Greater Manchester there are 31 

historic parks and gardens which qualify for 

inclusion in the Register of Historic England, and 

the majority date from the Victorian era; in fact, 

they were built as public amenities by those 

philanthropists and civic dignitaries who 

considered it their duty to improve the towns 

where they lived and worked. Large parks in the 

centre of town were filled with opportunities for 

fun and games – bandstands, bowling greens, 

boating lakes, colourful flower-beds, promenades. 

Cemeteries had a chapel for each of the three 

religious denominations, and a layout which 

ensured that the famous and the wealthy took 

pride of place on the main avenue. 

 

But in historic landscape terms these were just 

newcomers. In all Greater Manchester, just four 

sites have the distinction of being ancient, and 

therefore rare. Heaton Hall, Prestwich, was first 

recorded in 1684; Sir Thomas Egerton purchased 

the farmland and called upon James Wyatt to 

build a fine Palladian house, complemented 

perfectly by the landscape park designed by 

William Emes.  

 

Dunham Massey was first recorded as a deer park 

in 1353; the Stamford family improved the house  

 

and laid out a vast ‘forest garden’ in the C17, its 

radiating avenues still visible today. 

 

The other two ancient sites are both in Bolton and 

belonged to the Hulton family; the splendid cruck-

framed Smithills Hall was built in the C14, 

extended by a Tudor owner, and extended again 

by the textile industrialist Henry Ainsworth in the 

latter years of Queen Victoria’s reign, using the 

Revivalist architect George Devey. The 

magnificent rockwork and water sequence was 

built for Devey by James Pulham & Son. Plans on 

vellum survive from 1620, and further plans chart 

the changing fashions in landscape design, all still 

visible in remnant form at Smithills.  

 

Whilst Smithills had been in the ownership of just 

three families until its sale in 1938 to Bolton 

council, Hulton has remained in the Hulton family 

for 8 centuries. Only in 1998 when Lady Mary 

died did the land change hands. This pedigree 

gives it great significance, as does the fact that the 

park has looked very much the same since the first 

map was drawn in 1772. This map shows a park 

designed in the C18 landscape style, its curving 

drive, ribbons of trees, and narrow serpentine 

lakes (not one but two) all combining to form a 

park of some distinction. But who was the 

designer? John Webb came in 1808 and re-built 

the house, but who was there before him? 

 

The answer came among the large quantity of 

documents known as the Hulton Archive; this had 

been lodged with Lancashire county Record 

Office in the 1950s but following Lady Mary’s 

death was offered for sale. The Friends of 

Lancashire Archives managed to raise most of the 

money to purchase it, and were helped at the last 

minute by – Lord Fellowes, author of Downton 

Abbey and a descendent of a former Lady Hulton. 

Listed among the documents was ‘Garden bill, 

1765’. 

In research terms, it turned out be a Gold Nugget. 
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The following is the author’s transcript – 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
William Hulton Esq.    Dr. to Wm. Emes    £   s   d 
 
To finishing the Pleasure Gardens agreeable to the estimate 
Del.d to Mr. Hulton, Sept 3rd 1763       72  14  0 
To Extra work from Oct 23rd 1763, to Jan 7th 1764    7    0    1 
To D◦. from March 5th to May 2nd 1764      2    1    3 
To my foreman Raffolds attendance on business done by the day 
From Jan 2nd to Feb 21st 1764. 7 weeks at 10/-     6    6    0 
To my foreman being kept in suspense by Mr Hulton 
From May 7th to June 2nd 1764. 4 weeks which I pay’d him for   3   12   0 
June 1st 1764 To a Journey myself to Hulton Park      1    1    0 
2nd 4th & 5th Taking a survey of the park and gardens and forming a rough plan  1   11   6 
Sept 15th To a Journey to Hulton park & setting out clumps   1    1   0 
To making a fair general design of the park & gardens    6   6   0 
           ----------- 
          £       101 13  6 
 
        Rend.  On acc.          74   0   0 
                    ------------ 
        Due to self, Bolton    27  13   6 
                    ------------  
The reverse states – 

 
March 20th 1765 Mr Hulton’s Bill.  £ 27 – 13 – 6 
 
Recv.d then of Wm. Hulton Esq. the contents 
In full of all Demands,         Wm. Emes 
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Significance is proved by several factors. 

 

Historical significance in this case is proved by 

the long tenure of one family. 

 

Associative significance is the connection with 

George Stephenson, who stayed at the hall for 

three weeks whilst laying down a very early 

railway to carry coal from mines under the park. 

There is also a connection with the Egerton family 

of Heaton Park, who were friends. 

 

Aesthetic significance is there in the beauty of the 

design, with two narrow serpentine lakes 

fashioned from the course of a stream running 

through the entire park, and in the beauty of the 

plantations whose oak trees have the profile of 

billowing clouds. 

 

Communal significance lies with those who have 

connections with the place; a pit explosion killed 

344 men and boys in 1913 and the mine shafts 

remain in place. For many decades Sir Geoffrey 

Hulton allowed the local scout groups to hold 

camps in the grounds, and their fond memories 

remain. 

 

 
 

So, what is the significance of this tiny document? 

It comes into the second category, and represents 

an association with a famous designer, one who 

worked in the style of Capability Brown and at the 

same time. It has given this park new importance, 

and increased our understanding of it – Emes was 

an accomplished water engineer, having created 

effective and attractive features at Kedleston (the 

‘river’ and cascade), Erddig (the cup-and-saucer 

waterfall and ram-pump uplift), and Chirk (the 

lake). 

 

 

 

 
 

But will this scrap save a park under threat? Will 

it persuade a group of town councillors to save 

this park from irretrievable alteration, conversion 

into a golf course? I fear not. The same 

councillors voted to allow the building of new 

houses at the core of Smithills park and in the 

shadow of a Grade I building. The present lax 

planning law is hastening the destruction of our 

landscape heritage. 

 

Planning application 00997/17 

 

 
 
A veteran oak, probably dating from 1763/4 

 

Elaine Taylor, research co-ordinator 
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COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

 

Chairman Richard Jennison 

Vice-chairman Elaine Taylor 

Company sec. Audrey Dawson (temp) 

Secretary vacant 

Membership Diana Stenson 

Conservation Stephen Robson  

Newsletter,      Elaine Taylor 

  Research 

Website Sue Woodhouse 

Events  team  

Treasurer Martin Hawkins 

Steve Taylor 

Sheila Jones 

 

Key members can be contacted via: 

chairman@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

conservation@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

membership@lancsgt.org.uk 

01253 876 484 

 

Our events appear on our website, and you can 

print a Membership Application Form to give to 

anyone who shares our interests and aims. 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Mrs Elaine Taylor 

Holly Hill, Old Hall Clough, 

Lostock, BOLTON BL6 4LB 

 

Articles for future Issues may be sent to the 

above address, or to the chairman's e-mail 

address as a 'Word' document. 

 
 All the articles in this magazine are the property of the 
Lancashire Gardens Trust. It is forbidden to reproduce them 
in any way, whether in written, electronic or oral form 
  

. 

 

The Gardens Trust  
Can be contacted via 

www.thegardenstrust.org 

 

or contact the Administrator: 

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1, 6EJ 


