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SEPTEMBER EVENT 

 

 
 

In the splendid location of the North Euston Hotel, 

Decimus Burton’s Regency building in the form 

of a crescent, we heard of plans for the restoration 

of Fleetwood’s seafront gardens The Mount. In 

fact, one phase of these plans has already been 

completed, as explained to us by Mark Fenton, 

landscape architect with Wyre Borough Council. 

 

The Mount is the hub around which a seaside 

resort was designed by Sir Peter Hesketh 

Fleetwood with his architect, Decimus Burton in 

the 1830s; this made it the first of its kind on the 

coast of Morecambe Bay. The Burtons, father and 

son, were skilled architects already well-known 

for their work in Regent’s Park and in resorts such 

as Tunbridge Wells and St. Leonard’s-on-Sea; 

they understood the aesthetic value of a wider 

town plan to complement the buildings, and the 

economic value of an harmonious plan which 

would attract purchasers. 

 

Sir Peter gambled on the fact that a rail link built 

by him would bring travellers from London, who 

then boarded the boat to Scotland and their 

highland estates; the railway over Shap was still 

thought an impossible climb. Unfortunately, 

Rossall marsh proved an expensive obstacle to 

overcome, and Sir Peter lost much money, as 

explained on our previous visit by Diana Stenson. 

 

The natural mound, once a rabbit warren, was the 

ideal focal point for Burton’s layout of radiating 

avenues. Shaped roughly like a triangle, it has a 

seaward side and a landward side, and facing up 

to the sea breezes laden with salt makes the 

seaward side much more of a challenge in 

horticultural terms. A walk on the promenade 

takes the visitor along a 300 ft length (95 m) of 

this embankment; once there were splendid, 

ornate iron railings, acting like a frame to the 

rising turf above. 

 

Mark told us of the wish of Fleetwood’s most 

famous lady, Mrs Lofthouse, owner of the world-

famous lozenge business Fisherman’s Friends, to 

bring about a transformation of this most visible 

part of the town. She donated £1 million for the 

purpose. Mark has overseen improvements, and 

has been able to add a grant from the Coastal 

Communities Fund; the town now benefits from 

an uplift of visitors by 30% thanks to the new 

luxury trams from Blackpool which have their 

terminus here. 

 

Work has been carried out by Wyre BC and its 

own employees; the firm of MacFarlane, 

Glasgow, supplied new railings to the same 

pattern as the originals, and the colour of light 

green has been restored. They look very elegant, 

atop some new stone chamfered copings on the 
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low brick wall. This provides some ideal shelter 

for a newly-planted border, which comprises a 

rich variety of shrubby plants, most of which bear 

the RHS Award of Garden Merit (for garden 

worthiness, health and vigour). This most 

challenging situation has been met with success. 

 

 
 

Plants are grouped in threes and fives for good 

effect, and include – 

Artemisia (2 varieties), Buddleia (small one), 

Ceanothus (creeping and bush), Cistus, Crataegus 

multi-stemmed, Cytisus, Escallonia, Eleagnus, 

Eucalyptus multi-stemmed, Fuchsia Mrs Popple, 

F. riccartonii, Genista, Hebe (3 varieties with 

small leaves), Helianthemum, Lavandula, 

Lavatera, Perovskia, Phlomis, Ribes, Santolina, 

Senecio greyii (now Brachyglottis), Sorbus multi-

stemmed, Spirea, Tamarisk, Weigela. 

 

Most surprising is the re-building of the 

Westmorland limestone rockery, at a time when 

expenditure on parks is being reduced drastically, 

for this feature is labour-intensive. Wyre BC is to 

be congratulated on its determination to uphold 

standards in horticulture in this much-loved 

seafront garden. Seen from the promenade, this 

newly-restored swathe of gleaming rocks and 

jewel-like colours rises above the ornate railings 

and climbs the embankment, taking our eye to the 

Pavilion on the very top. Varieties chosen for this 

windy, sand-blown site are the well-known, low 

and hardy subjects such as Sedum (stonecrop), 

Artemisia, Campanula, thrift and candytuft. 

Interspersed are Kniphofia (red-hot pokers) in 

several colours. It is a re-affirmation of 

confidence in the town as a visitor attraction, and 

will delight those who enjoy a walk along here. 

 

We then learnt of plans to restore the gardens on 

the landward side, with a grant from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund. With the benefit of more shelter it 

will be possible to re-plant features which appear 

on maps from the early C20; some subjects grow 

very well, and in the case of a group of pine trees, 

even too well, for they now occlude the view of 

the lovely Pavilion. We should be able to 

appreciate this iconic building from the entrance 

gates at The Lodge; plans to fell these trees will 

predictably meet with some opposition. 

 

We were invited to fill in a questionnaire after our 

visit, and make suggestions for new uses for the 2 

buildings, the Pavilion (once a valued weather-

station and guide for ships) and The Lodge (by 

Burton), which forms the visible entrance from 

the town. Whatever the choice, an income will 

have to be generated to maintain them. One 

proposal was to make a Regency-style café in the 

Lodge, serving ice-creams and good-quality 

cakes, and to add decorations taken from a 

Regency engraving – trellis-work, basket plant 

holders, tall vases of tumbling pelargoniums. 

 

We wish a fair wind to this seaside project, and 

look forward to returning in the future. The view 

from the top of the Pavilion must rank amongst 

the best in the world, where the wide expanse of 

Morecambe Bay has the craggy outline of the 

western Cumbrian fells on the horizon. The 

Lancashire comedienne, the much-missed Victoria 

Woods, chose this as her top view, anywhere. 

 

Editor 
 

OCTOBER EVENT  

 

We gathered at Great House Barn, now a café but 

once an important building in the medieval 

structure of the Rivington estate; its foundations 

are said to be even of Saxon origin. Starting our 

walk further up-hill, we set out to explore the 

earliest section of these hillside terraced gardens. 

Lord Leverhulme and his landscape architect, 

Thomas Mawson, worked together for 20 years – 

from 1905 to 1925 – to make these gardens quite 

unique in their mix of styles and their daring. 

Thomas wrote in his autobiography – 

My client was not overwhelmed by my proposals. 

Leverhulme’s son wrote that the concept was 

wholly his father’s; however, it is no co-incidence 
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that Mawson had spent 3 months in Italy just 

before he and his client met. 

 

 

 

He was enthralled by the hillside terraced gardens 

he visited around Rome and Florence; of especial 

fascination were the water engineering feats, 

whereby a water source was found in the hills and 

channelled into the gardens to create stunning 

fountains and cascades. He was a very good 

salesman, because Lever who could sell a thing or 

two himself, acknowledged he had met his match. 

 

The resulting landscape drawing of the early 

phase contains an Italian garden where water from 

the very top of the site, at 900 ft (300 m), tumbles 

down through rocks, pools, into a lake, down a 

cascade to finally emerge under the main track 

and run away down a lower valley. The work 

involved was enormous, probably executed by the 

Pulham firm, and now we are seeing the 

wonderful details again as volunteers clear away 

the vegetation of many decades. 

 

What kind of plants would have been suitable for 

this vast expanse of hillside? In the autobiography 

Mawson writes about the nursery which he 

established near the Georgian Rivington Hall. 

There many species of calgifuges (acid-loving 

plants) were trialled, and if they survived for 1 

year then many hundreds were grown. 

 

Whilst climbing the main track it becomes clear 

that the windy conditions below start to change, 

until we enter a micro-climate. Shelter belts were 

established at the outset, comprising native 

deciduous trees with the addition of larch and 

pine. As the track zig-zags up the hill, rows of 

trees grow alongside. 

 

There has been some debate about a lot of holly 

trees, planted chiefly around the stone structures – 

summerhouses in Italianate style – and beside the 

long, ascending staircases. We have to go to 

pictures of those Renaissance gardens to gain a 

clue. Ground cover in the Mediterranean heat had 

to be Quercus ilex, the evergreen holm oak which 

adorns many an Italian hillside garden in the 

bosco. To ensure the survival of an equivalent in 

England’s northwest Mawson turned to the native 

holly, Ilex aquifolium, and it would have been 

kept clipped at waist-height. These old trees are 

now 30ft (10m) tall and obscure the sunlight from 

these stone structures. 

 

Ground cover had to perform well; acid-loving 

subjects are the evergreen Pernettya mucronata 

and Gaultheria procumbens; the first has tiny 

white flowers and winter berries in white and deep 

pink, the second has racemes of pink summer 

flowers and autumn dark berries related to 

blueberries. But both have bad habits – they 

spread by suckers. 

 

The Great Lawns are covered by Gaultheria and 

have to be cut by hedge-trimmers pulled by a 

tractor. 

 

We marvelled at the view from the Lookout 

Tower (aka pigeon tower); on a clear day there is 

the water of Morecambe Bay on the horizon, the 

Welsh hills visible to the left and Blackpool 

Tower to the right. No wonder Lever called it his 

Mountain Home; he spent more money on this 

garden that any other – all seven of them. 
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Clearance is now going ahead on a long rock 

walk; it joins the Lookout Tower with the 

Orchestra Lawn. Lever loved to collect alpine 

plants, which were arriving from the French and 

Italian alps with explorers such as Reginald 

Farrer. We can imagine this long walk, hewn out 

of the hillside, crazy-paved and offering bays for 

seats, filled with a kaleidoscope of colourful 

rockery plants – aubretia, alyssum montana, 

iberis, saxifrage and campanula. 

 

There is so much to see in these gardens; we cast 

an eye briefly over the emerging foundations of 

The Bungalow (Roynton Cottage), where 

archaeologists are leading a group of volunteers 

too. 

 

We admired the clearance taking place in the 

kitchen gardens; by Mawson’s standards these are 

modest indeed, a row of 6 squares against a high 

wall. The footings of greenhouses have been 

uncovered, and now raised beds are being 

installed over them. 

There remains the southern, later, part of the 

garden to explore, and we shall return. Mawson 

wrote - 

 

Of all the gardens which have given me 

professional satisfaction, none come into 

comparison with Roynton; the reason is simple – 

everyone prophesied failure. 

 

Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE GARDENS TRUST 

 

On December 1st our Regional Forum (re-named 

Meet-Up) was held in Lancaster; delegates came 

from Lancashire, Cheshire, Yorkshire, Cumbria, 

Derbyshire, Staffordshire and Northumbria and 

we were efficiently organised by the Historic 

Landscape Project Officers, Margie Hoffnung and 

Alison Allighan. Tamsin Macmillan had to retire 

due to illness.  

 

We heard talks by 3 national speakers. Chris 

Gallagher gave encouragement to those of us who 

might be called to give evidence at a public 

enquiry; Benjamin Parker who is representing a 

new organisation the Heritage Trust Network,  

outlined how we might benefit from their services. 

David Marsh spoke with enthusiasm about The 

Garden Trust’s Education initiative, aiming to 

spread the news about garden history by showing 

objects and talking about them. He awaits 

invitations! We could widen the appeal by liaising 

with Friends of Parks groups too. 

 

Val Hepworth (Yorkshire) spoke about her CGT’s 

Education initiative, giving grants to primary 

schools for the purchase of tools and plants. 

Elaine spoke about her experiences researching 

Thomas Mawson particularly in Lancashire. In a 

Round Table discussion, each CGT member gave 

an example of an issue they were pursuing, 

whether for Research or Conservation. 

 

We all agreed that it was of especial value to 

exchange notes with other CGT members and to 

forge links with them. We are all pursuing the 

same ends, and if we can share methods that 

should make the work easier. 
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TGT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

 

This second National Assembly was held, not in 

London, but in Birmingham, a 15-minute walk 

from New Street Station. The venue was a great 

success, and 18 more delegates attended compared 

with last year. 

 

David Lambert spoke about his report 

‘Vulnerability Brown’; last year we were made 

aware of the number of Brown sites which survive 

throughout the country (over 200) and were told 

that more had now been included on the Historic 

England Register. However, the shocking fact is 

that many of these lovely parks have planning 

applications in the pipe-line with proposals to 

build new housing within them. A Listed Building 

has statutory protection, but a Register landscape 

does not; the wording in planning law is that 

regard for an historic landscape ‘is a material 

consideration’. This means that every case is 

argued on the opinions of the applicant and the 

opposer. If only here were clear rules.  

 

The government dictates that local councils 

must build more houses, and if they have no 

Local Plan to accommodate this, then any land 

is open to proposals by developers. Even Green 

Belt is being allowed. Heritage landscapes are a 

soft option because there is no Brownfield to 

clear up and councils are finding them difficult 

to defend. This is where Gardens Trusts come 

into their own. Councils need evidence, and we 

can provide it. 

 

Jenifer White, National Landscape Advisor to 

Historic England, explained their 3-year plan 

(read it on-line); 6 points will be emphasised – 1 a 

campaign to engage more people is entitled ‘100 

Places’ and will use social media; 2 More sites 

have been added to the Register, and applications 

are invited for still more; 3 Funding will be made 

available for work in sites ‘At Risk’; 4 Capacity 

means that funds are extended to those providing 

training, and one area is research into pests and 

diseases in British trees; 5 Support will be 

provided to English Heritage-owned landscapes. 

Jenifer encouraged us particularly to use the new 

on-line facility ‘Enriching the List’, whereby 

anyone can add brief information about a Register 

site at the end of the description; of especial 

benefit will be the addition of photographs. It has 

long been a disadvantage in my view that these 

descriptions included no pictures. 

 

Elaine Willett, Natural England, explained how 

they aim to conserve and enhance landscapes by 

supporting improvements to hedgerows, 

watercourses, woodland and field boundaries. 

Their Countryside Stewardship Scheme is open to 

farmers and landowners with historic sites; they 

assist with maintenance of wood pasture, 

grassland, deadwood, grazing by traditional 

breeds and tree care. An important tool for a 

landowner is the preparation of a Parkland 

Management Plan, which NE can support. 

See their website. 

 

Dominic Cole, TGT President, spoke of the 1987 

storm and its legacy, good and bad. This was 

augmented by an evening lecture ‘Windblown – 

Landscape, Legacy and Loss’ in which the author 

Tamsin Treverton presented her new book. 

 

Karen Fitzsimmon made a plea for contributions 

to a register of mid-20th century landscapes, which 

are under recognised and little appreciated. She 

explained that in cities especially they tend to be 

built over. With a December deadline she 

encouraged us to send nominations, following the 

typologies on TGT’s website; at Lancs GT we 

resolved to respond, and Stephen Robson sent our 

nominations – Skelmersdale New Town, 

Lancaster University and Warrington Birchwood 

Business Park. 

 

Sally Miller presented an admirable account 

outlining how Hampshire GT work with the 

county and local councils, keeping in contact with 

the planning officers. Her case study echoed our 

experiences, whereby an important site had been 

purchased by a firm which aimed to capitalise and 

build housing at the designed core. It was a Tudor 

water garden.  The local council continued to 

refuse permission, in spite of the hundreds of 

planning documents which were supplied. 

Hampshire’s task was to support the officers with 

the documentation which proved the site’s 

significance. 

 

Chris Addison described the research and 

recording initiative being pursued by 

Northamptonshire; she has formed a consortium 

of 5 counties in East Midlands, which will receive 

training in the surveys and description of Heritage 
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Designed Landscapes to Historic England 

standards. They regard this as essential to their 

ability to respond to planning applications. They 

have approached Heritage Lottery Fund ‘Our 

Heritage’ and requested funding for 3 years which 

will pay the project leader and team expenses. 

 

Editor 
 

AGM 

 

In September we welcomed to our committee new 

members Sheila Jones and Alan Robinson. Sheila 

trained as a landscape architect and will assist 

with planning responses; Alan has a wealth of 

knowledge about architecture and has worked in 

museums. 

 

We welcome them and look forward to working 

together. 

 

As recorded in the last Newsletter, Richard 

Jennison retired from office after a 6-year term as 

chairman; he was replaced by Elaine, who will 

endeavour to steer Lancashire Gardens Trust 

forward to new ventures whilst upholding the 

aims we have always supported. 

 

Editor 
 

 

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

 

Chairman Elaine Taylor 

Vice-chairman  

Company sec. Martin Hawkins 

Secretary vacant 

Membership Diana Stenson 

Conservation Stephen Robson  

Newsletter,      Elaine Taylor 

  Research 

Website Sue Woodhouse 

Events  team  

Treasurer Martin Hawkins 

Steve Taylor 

Sheila Jones 

Alan Robinson 

 

 

 

 

Key members can be contacted via: 

chairman@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

conservation@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

membership@lancsgt.org.uk 

01253 876 484 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our events appear on our website, and you can 

print a Membership Application Form to give to 

anyone who shares our interests and aims. 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Mrs Elaine Taylor 

Holly Hill, Old Hall Clough, 

Lostock, BOLTON BL6 4LB 

 

Articles for future Issues may be sent to the 

above address, or as a 'Word' document to 

enq@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

 
 All the articles in this magazine are the property of the 
Lancashire Gardens Trust. It is forbidden to reproduce them 
in any way, whether in written, electronic or oral form 
  

. 

 

The Gardens Trust  
Can be contacted via 

www.thegardenstrust.org 

 

or contact the Administrator: 

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1, 6EJ 


